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To: John A. Russo, City Manager Q]%%/
From:  Christina Shea, Mayor Pro Tem
Date:  December 31, 2018
Re: Modifications to Conflict of Interest Provisions in City Contracts

| am requesting the City Council consider approving modifications to the City’'s standard
contractual provisions regarding conflicts of interests, to prohibit City contractors from
asking for or receiving services from City officials during the term of City-approved
contracts.

It has come to my attention that during 2018 one of my Council colleagues provided
lobbying services to another agency in the County on behalf of AECOM. At that same
time, AECOM was under contract to provide hundreds of thousands of dollars of services
to the City of Irvine. That kind of arrangement should not be allowed. It is not
appropriate for City officials to provide services to an outside company while at the same
time supervising and monitoring that company’s work on a City contract.

The City has a provision in its standard contracts that prohibits a contractor from
“‘employing” a City official during the term of a contract, but this leaves open the
questions whether a “consultant” relationship is allowed, and whether compensation is
required. For this reason, the City’s contractual language should be tightened to simply
prohibit the City contractors from asking for or receiving any services from City officials
during the term of City approved contracts. If a contractor violates that requirement, the
City should have the right to immediately terminate the contract.

Please include this request to modify conflict of interest provisions in city contracts on the
January 8, 2018 City Council agenda for discussion and direction.

cc:  Irvine City Council
Molly McLaughlin, City Clerk



