March 12,2019

Hon. Mayor Don Wagner

Hon. Mayor Pro Tem Christina Shea
Hon. Council Member Melissa Fox
Hon. Council Member Farrah N. Khan
Hon. Council Member Anthony Kuo

RE: Irvine City Council Agenda Item 4.1 - Opposition to increased code enforcement of “boarding houses”
and opposition to code changes restricting the definition of a “boarding house”.

Mayor Wagner, Mayor Pro Tem Shea, and Honorable Council Members,

On behalf of the undergraduate student body at the University of California, Irvine, the Associated Students
of UCI Office of the President stands in strong opposition to the City Council’s proposal included in Agenda

Item 4.1 to ramp up the code enforcement and restrictions of “boarding houses™.!

Currently defined as a residence with multiple tenants on multiple lease agreements, the proposed code
clarification of “boarding houses” adds the requirement that households in the City of Irvine “be a ‘single
housekeeping unit,” defined as the functional equivalent of a family.” This proposed change to city code and
the hiring of a sub-contractor to help increase enforcement would effectively criminalize the common practice
of adding housemates and roommates to reduce the burden of high living costs.

ASUCI strongly opposes this attempt to regulate, restrict, and criminalize the sharing of residential living
space. New research by ASUCI with a survey of over 2,000 UCI students in 2018 reveals that 30% of UCI
students report conditions of serious overcrowding in their living spaces (defined as over 2 residents per
bedroom and/or more than 1 resident living in common spaces, such as the living room).> Considering that
less than 48% of the UCI student body lives on-campus, this is still the highest percentage of students housed
on-campus at any UC. The proposal in Agenda Item 4.1 could have a negative, detrimental impact on many
UCI students who make their home in greater Irvine. It would also severely restrict the freedom of property
owners and landlords looking to add housemates or boarders, particularly UCI students.

The housing crisis in Orange County affects families of all ages and backgrounds, hitting the most financially
vulnerable first. Students and young professionals who reduce their living expenses by sharing a residence
should not be fined and criminalized for engaging in this common practice. If parking is an issue in certain
areas, the Irvine City Council could easily implement permit parking in affected neighborhoods, not regulate
and restrict the living arrangements of students and young professionals. ASUCI urges you to amend Agenda
Item 4.1 and remove harsh code enforcement changes to “boarding houses” from the ordinance.

Sincerely,
L/;aﬁi&e Z
Thao “Annie” Le, ASUCI President Cassius Rutherford, ASUCI President’s Chief of Staff
Dashay Richmond, ASUCI External Vice President Christopher Marelich, ASUCI Housing Security Commissioner

The Associated Students of the University of California, Irvine (ASUCI), is the officially recognized undergraduate student
government at the University of California, Irvine. ASUCI advocates on behalf of nearly 29,000 undergraduate students at UC Irvine
at the local, state, and national level representing student interests.

! Irvine City Council Agenda for March 12, 2019, Staff Report for Agenda Item 4.1
2 Izzak Mireles, 2019 Professional Report for ASUCI “Student Housing Issues at UC Irvine”



