
 

Irvine Watchdog is an 
independent, 100% volunteer-run 
organization with no political party 

affiliation and no ties to special 
interests. IrvineWatchdog.org.

Cumulative “Dark Money” PAC Spending to Support 
Irvine Mayoral Candidates 2020
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Dark money is anonymous outside 
spending meant to influence 
political outcomes.  

These charts show dark money 
spent supporting or opposing 
individual candidates in the City of 
Irvine’s 2020 election.  Figures 
reflect all independent 
expenditure reports filed with 
Irvine’s city clerk from Sept. 16-
Oct. 23, 2020. 

An independent expenditure is an 
expense for a political 
communication (mailer, social 
media ad, lawn sign or 
commercial) made by a political 
action committee (PAC) that 
expressly supports or opposes a 
political candidate.  

PACs are forbidden by law from 
coordinating with candidates or 
their campaign committees. PACs 
intentionally make their spending 
difficult to track by co-mingling 
donations and passing them 
between different PACs to create 
confusion regarding the source 
and to “wash” the money.  

The final PAC payment is used to 
support or oppose a candidate as 
intended by the original donor. 

PACs use names such as “The 
Greater Irvine Education Guide,” 
which sound harmless, but in past 
Irvine elections such groups have 
been funded by real estate 
developers with a financial 
interest in decisions by Irvine’s 
leaders. 

Source: City of Irvine Public Portal 
for Campaign Finance Disclosure 

(https://public.netfile.com/pub2/
Default.aspx?aid=COI)
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http://irvinewatchdog.org/about-us/
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Cumulative “Dark Money” PAC Spending to Support 
Irvine City Council Candidates 2020
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Irvine Watchdog will 
provide ongoing 

updates on campaign 
contributions  

in the 2020 election.  
For more, see 

irvinewatchdog.org/
election-2020/.

Source: City of Irvine Public Portal for 
Campaign Finance Disclosure  
(https://public.netfile.com/pub2/

Default.aspx?aid=COI)
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Cumulative “Dark Money” PAC Spending to Oppose 
Irvine City Council* Candidates 2020
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*No dark money spending to oppose 
mayoral candidates has been 

reported so far in this election.
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Source: City of Irvine Public Portal for 
Campaign Finance Disclosure  
(https://public.netfile.com/pub2/

Default.aspx?aid=COI)
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